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entrance to which is near the bridge across the river
between Their houses. There was a large gathering of the
Adepts, all those whose names are familiar to us being
present. The glorious garden was at its best; the rhodo-
dendron bushes were one blaze of crimson blossom, and
the air was fragrant with the scent of the early roses. The
Lord Maitreya sat in His usual place on the marble seat
which runs round the great tree in front of His house; and
the Masters grouped Themselves in a semicircle on His
right and left, on seats w^ich were placed for Them on the
grass terrace from which the marble seat rises by a couple
of steps. But the Lord Vaivasvata Manu and the Maha-
chohan sat also on the marble seat, one on each side of the
arms of the specially raised carved throne which faces
exactly south, which is called the Throne of Dakshina-
murti/'

What happens to the candidate is truly an tf initia-
tion ?, i,e., a beginning. It is the beginning of a new form
of existence, where the personality becomes steadily more
and more a mere reflex of the ego, and the ego himself
begins to draw upon the powers of the Monad. The soul
of man is really that highest part of him which is the
Monad; but from the moment when the Monad made the
causal body out of the animal group-soul at individuali-
sation, the st spark hangs from the Flame by the finest
thread of Fohat ". The ego, though linked thus to the
Monad, has bad, up to the moment of Initiation, no means
of communication with that highest aspect of himself.
But at Initiation, at the call of the Hierophant, the
Monad descends into the causal body to take the vow of
Initiation, to pledge himself to devote all his life and all
his strength thenceforth to promote the work of evolu-
tion, to forget himself absolutely for the good of the world,